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 I have a tee shirt emblazoned with a 
big ball of twine and the word 
STORYTELLING and I think it is 
appropriate for a storyteller because 
storytelling is a combination of many 
things just like a big ball of twine. 

When I think of storytelling I think of 
the traditional mode of telling a story 
that comes to mind: i.e. one person 
standing on a stage recounting an event 
that may or may not be of interest to a 
group of listeners seated in front of the 
teller. Hopefully the basic theme and 
plot are of interest to those listeners and 

they will listen attentively, which is 
every teller’s dream or the story may 
inspire the listeners’ brains to remember 
other similar events or create what may 
be a better or more interesting thought to 
contemplate.

However as more people aspire to 
label themselves “Storytellers,” the truth 
of the matter is that we are ALL 
storytellers although some of us have 
tried to perfect our skills so that more 
people want to listen to us and we evolve 
into telling our stories to groups rather 
than just in everyday conversation.
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Ralph Stanley (b. Feb. 25, 1927–d. 
June 23, 2016), was an American 
bluegrass artist, known for his distinctive 
singing and banjo playing. Stanley began 
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Guardian of Unvarnished Mountain 
Music - Ralph Stanley

 by Julie O’Keefe McGhee

ANNUAL 
ELECTION - 
COLUMBUS 
FOLK MUSIC 
SOCIETY 
OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
Elections of the new officers and 
trustees for the Columbus Folk 
Music Society took place on  
June 26, 2016 at the annual 
general meeting right before the 
June picnic. The newly elected 
are listed on our website at:  
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.
org/leadership.html and can also 
be found on page 7.

A big thank you to outgoing 
members who have served and a  
“welcome” to the newly elected 
and/or re-elected persons!

Condensed from Wikipedia found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Stanley 

The New York Times says of him: a 
pivotal figure in the recent revival of 
interest in bluegrass and Charles 
McGrath write in The New York 
Times in 2009, “[he] is one of the last, 
and surely the purest, of traditional 
country musicians.” Writing about 
him in The New Yorker after the 
movie “O Brother” introduced his 
rawboned music to a new generation 
of listeners, the critic David Gates 
observed that Mr. Stanley’s “best 
performances involve you so deeply 
that any sense of a particular genre 
gets lost.”
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Some members of the Columbus 
Folk Music Society performed fun 
children’s songs and engaged the 
ensuing audience under a spacious 
tent at the inaugural Columbus 
Commons Family Entertainment 
event on Friday, June 24. Not only 
were kids captivated, but the 
accompanying smiles on their 

parents’ faces were numerous and it 
was obvious that many, many folks 
(little and not so little) were having a 
very good time.

The CFMS is slotted to play two 
more times at the event this summer 
(Friday, July 22 and Friday, August 
19, both days from 11:30am -1 
12:30pm). Consider joining the 

activity! Contact Dan Clarke at: 
dan41n@att.net for additional 
information. 
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Folkie Fans Keep Reviving Long-
running Open Stage  by Bill Cohen

“It’s the open stage that will not die.” 
That’s the way Circleville musician 

Dave Rainey described an open mic 
event June 25 that was actually a 
reunion of open stage performers and 
their followers, who began attending 
an open mic event more than a decade 
ago and kept attending, even as the 
venue kept shifting among several 
Central Ohio towns.

More than 25 folks attended the 
reunion at the rural home of Rocco 
Siriano, located between Lancaster 

and Circleville.  For nearly 3 hours, 
they heard a mix of folk songs, blues, 
country, oldies, rock, and other 
musical styles in a basement whose 
mortar walls were studded with 
stones.  “I call it the cavern,” said 

Siriano.  And the setting seemed 
perfect for live music.

John 
Locke, a 
former 
President of 
the 
Columbus 
Folk Music 
Society, 
helped create 
the original 
open stage 
event around 
2004, drawing people from Lancaster, 
Circleville, Columbus, Powell, 
Worthington, Ashville, and 
Chillicothe.  “People are willing to 
travel a long distance because they 
know they’ll have a good time,” he 
said.

Locke recalled how the first venue 
was a bar in Worthington.  Then, it 
found a home for several years at the 
Stagecoach Inn in South Bloomfield, 
just a few miles North of Circleville.  
When the barbecue restaurant burned 
down, the open mic moved to a Papa 
John’s Pizza in nearby Ashville.  
There, the musical event outlived 
three different restaurant owners, until 
the venue was closed.  When it re-
opened as a different pizza shop, the 

open mic returned.  But when that 
pizza joint later shut down, the open 
stage was without a home.  Now, only 
reunions of the musical gang remain. 

At the 
recent 
reunion, 
Locke noted 
the plusses 
of an open 
mic:  “It 
gives 
performers 
the 
opportunity 
to do new 
material, 
learn their 
chops on 
the guitar, and learn stage presence.” 

But the friendships that develop 
may be just as important, in Locke’s 
eyes.  “The camaraderie of a well-run 
open mic is unbelievable.  You get to 
know some super people,” he said.

With 40 years of experience 
creating and emceeing open stages in 
Great Britain and the U.S., Locke said 
he’s now writing a book with advice 
to performers and music-lovers about 
how to organize and produce open 
mics.

Photo of John Locke

Columbus Commons Event draws 
enthusiastic Young Participants

 by D. Boston
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Our careers as storytellers often 
begin early on in our lives. I think 
mine began when I was playing with 
some neighbor children in Chillicothe 
while visiting the relatives. During the 
visit I made friends with the neighbor 
children and one day during our 
playing I dropped and broke 
something belonging to my playmates 
father, I think it was a trophy of some 
type. My friends were not happy that I 
had broken something belonging to 
their Dad because when he found out 
about it they were sure to be punished 
because he would think they were 
careless. So I did what any coward 
would do; I avoided the unpleasant 
situation and left. For several days I 
avoided going over to play with those 
children even though my family 
questioned me about this sudden lack 
of interest in new friends that 
formerly I couldn’t seem to get 
enough of. 

Finally the day I dreaded came to 
pass when the children’s father found 
the broken trophy. Because my 
friends came over to tell me that their 
father was not happy, I had to tell my 
father what I had done. I can still 
remember he and I walking over to 
their house and Dad ushering me in to 
tell my friend’s father what I had 
done. There I stood with the two 
fathers and my friends watching and 
listening as I told my account of the 
trophy’s breakage. I must have been 
truthful enough for I don’t recall any 
one disputing what I said and I must 
have been skillful or sorrowful 
enough because their father was kind 
enough to forgive me and I think he 
said the trophy could be repaired with 
minimal effort. All I can remember is 
the feeling of a great guilt being 
removed from my chest as Dad and I 
walked back to my aunt’s house. That 
telling of my careless breaking of the 
trophy certainly could be described as 
a healing story. [It was] the first time I 
experienced the power of a story.

As I have grown older and after 
reading stories and watching and 
listening to other tellers, I have 

discovered other key facets of 
storytelling such as: 
- stories come from every culture 

(therefore storytelling must be 
hardwired into our DNA)

- it is the earliest and most basic form 
of communication

- because stories are part of every 
culture there are basic plots that 
have evolved over the centuries. We 
see these basic plots presented in 
our novels, movies, and television 
programs and even in marketing 
presentations. 
     Seven Basic Plots are the basis 
for most stories no matter how they 
are presented:

• Overcoming the Monster in which a 
main character sets out to defeat a 
strong force posing a danger to the 
character or his group or homeland. 
Examples: Star Wars, The Hunger 
Games, and Dracula.

• Rebirth Experience are stories in 
which a big event forces a main 
character to dramatically change 
their ways, often making them a 
better person, as in The Frog 
Prince, A Christmas Carol, How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas and 
Despicable Me.

• The Quest are stories in which a 
main character, often with some 
companions, set out to acquire an 
important object or to get to a 
special location while facing and 
overcoming many obstacles. 
Examples are: Indiana Jones, The 

Voyages of Maeldun and The Lord 
of the Rings.

• Comedy stories are those that 
feature light and humorous 
characters with the story’s ending 
being happy or cheerful, even if the 
situation is a dramatic one in which 
the central idea is a triumph over 
troubling situation. Examples are: 
Bridget Jones Diary, Twelfth Night, 
Jack Tales, and Breakfast Club.

• Tragedy is a story in which there is 
a major character that has a big 
character flaw or makes a great 
mistake, which results in his/her 
undoing. Examples: Macbeth, 
Bonnie and Clyde, Dirty Mary 
Crazy Larry and Breaking Bad.

• Rags to Riches is a story in which 
the poor main character acquires 
things such as power, wealth and/or 
a mate, [incorporating] losing it all, 
gaining it back and growing as a 
person. Examples: Cinderella, 
Aladdin, and Jane Eyre.

• Voyage and Return, Stories of this 
type have the main character going 
to a strange place and, after having 
adventures which are often 
dangerous, returning home with 
nothing but the experience. 
Example: Peter Rabbit, Gulliver’s 
Travels, and The Wizard of Oz.
With these basic plots our 

presentation or storytelling styles 
have also evolved into some basic 
types and we as  storytellers have to 
decide which telling styles suits us 
best. After all we just can’t stand up 
there and tonelessly rattle off the 
words in a monotone voice; if we did 
our audience would either get up and 
walk out or fall asleep. 

Here are some telling styles to 
consider: 
• the Evangelist who gives you 

advice about improving your world/
life; 

• the Skeptic who tries to be a bit 
disruptive in the ideas presented;

• the Jester, who uses humor and 
irreverence;

There is a Story - from page 1

There is a Story - page 7

Julie O’Keefe McGhee with her 
“Storytelling” T-shirt

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


playing music in 1946, originally with 
his brother Carter as part of The Stanley 
Brothers, and most often as the leader 
of his band, The Clinch 
Mountain Boys.

He was part of the first 
generation of bluegrass 
musicians and was inducted 
into both the International 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Honor 
and the Grand Ole Opry.

Stanley was born, grew up, 
and lived in rural Southwest 
Virginia – “in a little town 
called McClure at a place called 
Big Spraddle. . . .” He was the 
son of Lee and Lucy Stanley.  “I 
got my first banjo when I was a 
teenager. I guess I was 15, 16 
years old. My aunt had this old 
banjo, and Mother bought it for me –  
paid $5 for it, which back then was 
probably like $5,000. [My parents] had 
a little store, and I remember my aunt 
took it out in groceries.”

He learned to play the banjo, claw-
hammer style, from his mother: she had 
11 brothers and sisters, and all of them 
could play the five-string banjo. She 

played gatherings around the 
neighborhood, like bean stringin's. “She 
tuned it up for me and played this tune, 
Shout Little Luly, and I tried to play it 
like she did. But I think I developed my 
own style of the banjo.”

After considering a course in 
“veterinary,” he decided instead to 
throw in with his older guitar-playing 
brother Carter Stanley (1925–1966) to 

form the Clinch Mountain Boys 
in 1946. Drawing heavily on the 
musical traditions of the area, 
which included the unique 
minor-key singing style of the 
Primitive Baptist Universalist 
Church and the sweet down-
home family harmonies of the 
Carter Family, the two Stanley 
brothers began playing on local 
radio stations. 
     At first they covered “a lot of 
Bill Monroe music” (one of the 
first groups to pick up the new 
“bluegrass” format). They soon 
“found out that didn’t pay off – 

we needed something of our 
own. So we started writing songs in 
1947, 1948. I guess I wrote 20 or so 
banjo tunes, but Carter was a better 
writer than me.”  
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Remembering Ralph Stanley - from page 1
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Want to test your knowledge of our 
country’s history or prepare yourself for 
Fourth of July by brushing up on some 
history?  Answers are on page 7.

1. Who sewed the first flag of the 
United States? 

Martha Washington
Amelia Earhart
Betsy Ross 
Susan B. Anthony

2. The Liberty Bell is a symbol of U.S. 
freedom. Where is it?

Philadelphia, PA 
Concord, CT
Dover, DE
Washington, D.C.

3. Which president wrote the first 
draft of the Declaration of 
Independence?

Abraham Lincoln
Thomas Jefferson 
George Washington
Theodore Roosevelt

4. What happened at the Boston Tea 
Party?

Boston leaders invited the British 
government to join them for tea and 
discuss independence.
Benjamin Franklin discovered tea and 
sent it with Continental soldiers.
Protestors ruined a shipment of tea to 
protest Britain. 
Protestors drank tea while writing the 
Declaration of Independence.

5. Which state was the first to be 
admitted to the Union?

Texas
Washington
Delaware 
Pennsylvania

6. How many stripes are on the U.S. 
flag?

7     /    1    /    13    /    2
7. 2016 will be the _____ 
Independence Day in the United 
States.

167
238
216
280

8. Who made the famous “Midnight 
Ride” to alert of movement by the 
British military?

Thomas Jefferson
Davy Crockett
Paul Revere 
Isaac Newton

9. The Declaration of Independence 
was signed and adopted in which 
year?

1746
1812
1776
1984

10. The Statue of Liberty was a gift 
from which country?

France 
England
Canada
Spain

Fourth of July Quiz
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  The Saturday Music Jam at 
the Worthington Farmers’ Market  
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. – the S.E. quad 
of Worthington Square. All 
welcome to play. Consider bringing 
a chair.  

  Periodic Saturday Music 
Jams at Global Gallery  9 - 11 
a.m., (during Clintonville Farmer’s 
Market). 3535 N. High Street in 
Clintonville. All welcome; please 
bring a chair. Contact Dan Clarke: 
dan41n@att.net for dates. 

  Wednesdays - July 6 & July 
20:  Jam at Laurels of 
Worthington for Memory Care 
Unit.  1030 N. High Street, 
Worthington. Contact Dan Clarke 
for start time or to be put on his 
mailing list: dan41n@att.net.

  Wednesdays Jam at 
Franklin Park Conservatory 

Market  3:30-6pm.  1777 E Broad 
St Columbus, Oh 43203. Contact 
Dan Clarke at dan41n@att.net for 
additional info.

  Sunday, July 17:  CFMS 
Members & Friends jam at 
Franklin Co. Fair  2 - 4:30 p.m. 
Gazebo in the Historic Village 
area.  4100 Columbia Street, 
Hilliard, OH.  Contact Linda McDonald 
@ Milocurtis444@yahoo.com if you 
want to play and/or information 
about obtaining passes.  

  Sunday, July 31  1:30 - 
4:30pm:  2nd summer CFMS 
picnic/jam. Hosted by Beth & Stan 
Bradley & Cissy Behrens in Canal 
Winchester at 9261 Winchester Rd.  
Open to members & non-members 
alike. Come share food, music and 
fun with nature all around! Bring a 
dish to share, plate & utensils and an 

outdoor chair. Drinks provided.
Directions from Columbus:  Take 
Route 33 S past Gender Road; exit at 
Diley Rd.  At light at top of ramp, turn 
right.  As this curves down it becomes 
Hill Road as you pass thru another 
light. Take the second road on the left 
(red houses on street corners) which 
is Waterloo Road (over old canal 
path).  Stop sign is Winchester Road 
- turn left.  You will soon pass a sign 
for a Farm Market on the right. Farm 
fields to the left and a few houses and 
you are at 9261 Winchester Road. 
Turn right into the drive and follow the 
driveway back. Please park in the 
back. Driveway will be marked. 
Phone for Behrens: 614-397-3858. 

Note: August picnic/jam will be on 
August 28 at home of Karen 
Stephens - Hilliard area.

SAVE THE DATE. . .
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Fri-Sun, July 8-10:  The 
HardTackers  Fairport Harbor Tall 
Ships Fest. 
www.tallshipsfairportharbor.com

Sunday, July 24: Facing 
Death. . . .with Music, A Unique 

Concert by Bill Cohen – 7-8:30 
p.m. First Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 93 W. Weisheimer, 
Columbus. Free admission, with 
donations gratefully accepted.  

Tuesday, July 26:  Joanie Calem, 
Music for Children & Families – 
2p.m. Reynoldsburg Library, 1402 
Brice Rd, Reynoldsburg, OH. 

FOLLOWING OUR OWN. . .

Visit: www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org  

OR  you can join as a member. Benefits include: 
camaraderie with fellow folk music lovers in town, 
discounts on certain admissions, this monthly newsletter 
and the comfort of knowing that all events are family 
friendly!  A membership form is provided on the last 
page of this newsletter.

Want to find out more about 
the Columbus Folk Music 
Society and/or it’s events? 

✃
✃

✃

Special Note to CFMS members who are musicians:  If you are a member of the CFMS and perform in a 
band, please provide us with a link to your events listing and we will be happy to include your upcoming shows (on a 
monthly basis) in our newsletter.  E-mail: editor@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org and give us the link to your events!
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The Stanley Brothers joined King 
Records in the late ‘50s, a record 
company so eclectic that it included 
James Brown at the time.  

Ralph and Carter performed as The 
Stanley Brothers with their band, The 
Clinch Mountain Boys, from 1946 to 
1966. Ralph kept the band name when 
he continued as a solo after Carter’s 
death [in 1966].

Ralph faced a hard 
decision on whether to 
continue performing on 
his own. “I was 
worried; I didn’t know 
if I could do it by 
myself. But boy, I got 
letters, 3,000 of ‘em, 
and phone calls . . . I 
went to Syd Nathan at 
King and asked him if 
he wanted me to go on, 
and he said, ‘Hell yes! 
You might be better 
than both of them.’”

He decided to go it 
alone, eventually 
reviving The Clinch 
Mountain Boys. Larry 
Sparks, Roy Lee Centers, and Charlie 
Sizemore were among those with 
whom he played in the revived band. 

Around 1970, he ran for Clerk of 
Court and Commissioner of Revenue 
in Dickenson County only to state this: 
“What happened is, somebody traded 
me off – they used my popularity and 
money to elect somebody else. I was 
done dirty. And I’m so proud that I 
was done dirty, because if I had been 
elected. . .I woulda had a job to do. . .  
maybe woulda finally quit. So that’s 
one time I was done dirty and I want 
to thank them for it now.”

Stanley's work was featured in the 
very popular 2000 film O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?, in which he sings 
the Appalachian dirge “O Death.” The 
soundtrack’s producer was T-Bone 
Burnett. Stanley said the following 
about working with Burnett: “T-Bone 
Burnett had several auditions for that 
song. He wanted it in the Dock Boggs 
style. So I got my banjo and learned it 

the way he did it. You see, I had 
recorded “O Death” three times, done 
it with Carter. So I went down with 
my banjo to Nashville and I said, ‘T-
Bone, let me sing it the way I want to 
sing it,’ and I laid my banjo down and 
sung it a cappella. After two or three 
verses, he stopped me and said, 
‘That’s it.’”

With that song, Stanley won a 2002 
Grammy Award in the category of 
Best Male Country Vocal 

Performance. “That put 
the icing on the cake for 
me,” he said. “It put me 
in a different category.”
Country singer Dwight 
Yoakam has stated that 
Ralph Stanley is one of 
his “musical heroes.”
Stanley's autobiography, 
Man of Constant 
Sorrow, coauthored with 
the music journalist 
Eddie Dean, was 
released by Gotham 
Books on October 15, 
2009. 
Stanley maintained an 
active touring schedule; 

appearances in recent years have 
included the 2012 Muddy Roots 
Music Festival in Cookeville, TN, and 
the 2013 FreshGrass Festival in North 
Adams, MA. In June 2013, he 
announced a farewell tour, scheduled 
to begin in Rocky Mount, NC, on 
October 18 and extending to 
December 2014. However, upon 
notification of being elected as a 
fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences (awarded October 
11, 2014) a statement on his own 
website appeared, saying that he 
would not be retiring.

On June 23, 2016, Stanley died as a 
result of skin cancer.

LISTEN HERE (YOUTUBE):
“The Life and Times of Ralph 
Stanley” (mix)
“Almost Home”
“O Death”
“Will you Miss Me When I’m Gone?”

Remembering Ralph Stanley - from page 4
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Facing Death…
with Music
A unique concert by Bill 
Cohen

We’re all going to die at some point, 
and the sooner that realization really hits 
home, the sooner we can live our precious 
lives to the fullest.  With that in mind, 
please join me as I sing a wide variety of 
songs about many different aspects of 
death. 

Don’t worry.  This won’t be a 
depressing morbid look at death and it 
won’t include any theological 
proselytizing either.  In fact, I’ll be 
including several songs about the 
liberation we can feel when we realize our 
inevitable deaths give our lives meaning 
and open the door for us to be the best we 
can be.

Folk songs will be a big part of this 
program.  But there will also be some 
1950’s-style oldies but goodies, a 
children’s tune, a dramatic Irish song, and 
even some country touches.  Plus a 
surprise or two.  All with a link to death.  
Here are some clues:  Danny Boy, Pete 
Seeger, John Prine, Sarah McLachlan, Tell 
Laura I Love Her, Eddie Fisher, Louis 
Armstrong, and Phil Ochs.

Our fast-paced lives and electronic 
gadgets often help us avoid even  thinking 
about death.  But at this concert, we’ll try 
to slow down and do something different.  
With a smile, a laugh, a story, and a tear or 
two, we’ll acknowledge death.

Admission is free.  We’ll simply “pass 
the hat” for donations.  I’ll be splitting the 
proceeds with the Funeral Consumers 
Alliance of Central Ohio, the sponsor of 
the concert.

The group encourages people to plan 
their funerals and memorials in advance, 
so they can be exactly what they want, 
more affordable, and not subject to 
financial manipulation in a time of sorrow 
and loss.  More than 1,300 Central 
Ohioans are members of the non-profit 
group.

DETAILS 
Sunday, July 24 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the 
First Unitarian Universalist  Church, 93 
W. Weisheimer Rd, Columbus, 43214 
(Clintonville area).  For more info, contact  
Bill at (614) 263-3851 or 
billcohen@columbus.rr.com.
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Welcome 
to Our 

New and 
Returning 
Members:

Joanie was recently recognized 
and given the award of “ComFest 
Honored Artist” this year at 
ComFest. 

An article about Joanie in the 
2016 program guide stated:

 “using her musical talents to 
express her social activism, she was 
involved in and managed [Comfest] 
Festival programs such as the Peace 
and Wellness tents, the anti-SB5 
sing-alongs, and the Social Action 
Song Swap Workshop. . . .In the 
U.S. and abroad, she has devoted 
herself and her art to peace and 
justice communities. Her art form 
follows the folk music traditions of 
a singer-songwriter, specializing in 
music for children and those with 
special needs. Because of the 
success of her work in the 
community, enthusiastic audiences 
follow to ComFest. . . .‘For many 
years Joanie has served ComFest, 

the Central Ohio Folk Music 
Society, the Children’s Music 
Network’” and well as other 
numerous causes.

Thank you, Joanie, for all your 
involvement, including in the 
CFMS!

OFFICERS 
President:  – Mike Hale–president@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 
614-354-5586
Vice-President: Hugh Farthing–vice-president@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Treasurer: Charlie Flowers–treasurer@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Secretary: Diane Boston– secretary@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
TRUSTEES 
Linda Bolles–lindabolles@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Stan & Beth Bradley –elizabethbradley@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
stanleybradley@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Dan Clarke – danclarke@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Bill Cohen–billcohen@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Greg Denby - gregdenby@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Jackie LaMuth–jackielamuth@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Jim Luckhaupt–jimluckhaupt@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org  
Linda McDonald–lindamcdonald@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Tom Nagel–tomnagel@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Cathy Sheets–cathysheets@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Carl Yaffey – carlyaffey@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Central Ohio Folk Festival Interim Director:  Diane Boston – 
festivaldirector@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Membership Chair:  Carl Yaffey –
membership@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Newsletter Editor: Diane Boston –
newsletter@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Webmaster: Carl Yaffey – webmaster@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 
FolkSide Coffeehouse Booking: Pam Raver – 
coffeehousebooking@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 
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Jim Carpenter (NEW)
Stacey & Neo Miller-Chavez 
(NEW) 

There is a Story - from page 3

Shout out to 
CFMS member 
and generous 
volunteer – 
Joanie 
Calem

• the Helper, somewhat like the evangelist 
but lighter in the mood of his story 
trying to help us;

• and finally, the Visionary who leads us 
to beautiful future - sort of like a TED 
talk.
Of course you may find that in plots we 

often mix story types as well as telling 
styles. For example, when thinking about 
my anecdote concerning my childhood 
experience of breaking the trophy and my 
coming to acknowledge my actions, it 
seems to me to be a plot blend of a rebirth 
and overcoming the monster of my fear, 
and my telling style might have been 
something like that of a Visionary and a 
Helper. 

Of course, all you musicians in the 
Columbus Folk Music Society realize that 
when considering your story’s plot and 
manner of telling, the storyteller might 
well add a song to accompany and 
enhance the storytelling performance. 

Now if my description of story plots 
and storytelling techniques is not like a big 
ball of rolled up twine I don’t know what is. 

For more information about Storytelling and 
Storytelling events, visit the SOCO (Storytellers 
of Central Ohio) website:  www.socotales.org or 
the National Storytelling Network website: 
www.storynet.org. Why not consider attending 
one of the storytelling events routinely listed in 
Larry Staats’ events e-mail? 

If you are interested in contacting Julie O’Keefe 
McGhee, Storyteller, her contact info is:  
614-891-6736 or julie_mcghee@att.net.

Answers to Fourth of July quiz 
on page 4.

1. Betsy Ross
2. Philadelphia, PA
3. Thomas Jefferson
4. Protestors ruined a shipment 

of tea to protest Britain.
5. Delaware
6. 13
7. 238
8. Paul Revere
9. 1776
10. France

8-10: you are a real patriot!
7 or below: (well maybe you just need a 
little brushing up on history, but it doesn’t 
mean you aren’t a patriot)!
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The Columbus Folk 
Music Society
P.O. Box 12336
Columbus, OH 43212

Next Issue in August

P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

Date: _______________  ☐ I’m new to this   ☐ I’m back for more

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________ City ______________ State ____ Zip ______

Phone (Day):  _____________________ (Eve.): ______________________  (Cell): _____________________

E-mail address(es) (if a household membership): _____________________        _____________________

Membership renewals are due annually by September 30th. For new members, please check one of the 

membership levels listed below & pro-rate the amount of your check as indicated. If joining during the month of: 

Feb-April:   Your membership level amount  x .5    May-July:   Your membership level amount  x .25

Aug-Oct:    Your membership level amount as listed  Nov-Jan:    Your membership level amount  x .75

�  Individual $20

�  Household $25

�  Good Friend $50

�  Sponsor $100

�  Patron $200

�  Silver $250

�  Gold (Life Member) $500

�  Yes! Please contact me regarding 
volunteer opportunities within the 
organization.

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE COLUMBUS FOLK MUSIC SOCIETY

I enjoy the annual Central Ohio Folk Festival (early May):  Lots   5   4   3   2   1  Not     (please circle one)

In an effort to be both fiscally and environmentally responsible, 
we will send a full-color, interactive newsletter via e-mail unless 
you request a hard copy be mailed to you.

Please send completed form and payment to: 

The Columbus Folk Music Society
P.O. Box 20735, Columbus, OH 43220

We’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Please Note: Membership amounts are tax-deductible.

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

